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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on June 23, 
2004. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sarka J. Miklos ('Miklos' hereinafter), USP 5,226.1 17 in view of Egger et al. 
('Egger' hereinafter), USP 5,832,494. 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Miklos discloses a method, for use in a user computer system including a 
pointing device and a visual display unit, for providing a graphical user interface 
to a computer program for displaying search results from a search conducted in a 
hierarchical data set (see col. 2, lines 19-23. Fig. 2), the method comprising: 
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receiving search results from a search query of a hierarchical data set 
(see col. 4, lines 51-54, Miklos); 

an'd displaying on a user screen, a graphical representation parent 
categories for search results (see col. 4, lines 46-48, Miklos) wherein the 
displayed search results appear within their respective parent categories (see 
col. 4, lines 5-8, Miklos, Fig. 2 et seq). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed hierarchical data set. 

Egger discloses claimed receiving search results (the Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) Program may be used to display the results of the search on the 
display. The GUI is a user interface program. The GUI Program contains three 
main subroutines: Cases-ln Display Subroutine (CIDS), Cases-After Display 
Subroutine (CADS) and Similar-Cases Display Subroutine (SCDS). The main 
subroutines receive information from the corresponding subroutines Cases-ln, 
Cases-After and Similar-Case s of the CSPDM, see col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the receiving search results of Egger's teachings would have allowed 
Miklos's system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as 
suggested by Egger at col. 1 , lines 13-15 et seq. 

As to claim 2, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: selecting a parent category from the 
display on the user screen (see col. 4, lines 5-8, Miklos); and 
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displaying on the user screen a grapliical representation of the search 
results in the selected parent category In the context of the search results 
respective first uncommon level of subcategories (see col. 2, lines 1 9-93, Miklos). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed subcategories. 

Egger discloses the claimed subcategories (see col. 43, lines 30-34, 
Egger). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the subcategories of Egger's teachings would have allowed Miklos's 
system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as suggested by 
Egger at col. 1 , lines 1 3-1 5 et seq. 

With respect to claim 3, 

Miklos discloses a method of presenting search results, the method (see 
col. 4, lines 19-23), comprising: 

receiving search results from a database (see col. 2, lines 25-28, Miklos); 
■organizing the search results by category (see col. 4, lines 46-49, Miklos); 

and 

graphically displaying the search results within at least one category icon, 
each at least one category icon representing a category to which search results 
belong (see col. 4, lines 51-54, Fig. 2, Miklos). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed receiving search results. 

Egger discloses claimed receiving search results (the Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) Program may be used to display the results of the search on the 
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display. The GUI is a user interface program. The GUI Program contains three 
main subroutines: Cases-ln Display Subroutine (CIDS), Cases-After Display 
Subroutine (GADS) and Similar-Cases Display Subroutine (SCDS). The main 
subroutines receive information from the corresponding subroutines Cases-ln, 
Cases-After and Similar-Case s of the CSPDM, see col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the receiving search results of Egger's teachings would have allowed 
Miklos's system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as 
suggested by Egger at col. 1 , lines 1 3-1 5 et seq. 

As to claim 4, 

Miklos teaches, further comprising: representing the search results 
displayed within the at least one category icon as category member icons (see 
col. 4, lines 46-47, Miklos). 

As to claim 5, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: distinguishing between categories to 
which the displayed category member icons belong by at least one of shape, 
color and sound (see col. 5, lines 5-8, Miklos). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed subcategories. 

Egger discloses the claimed subcategories (see col. 43, lines 30-34, 
Egger). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
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because the subcategories of Egger's teactiings would have allowed Miklos's 
system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as suggested by 
Egger at col. 1 , lines 13-1 5 et seq. 
As to claim 6, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: selecting a category member icon (see 
col. 5, lines 50-54, Miklos); and 

generating a perceptible excerpt relating to the selected category member 
icon comprising at least one of textual, aural, imagery or video data (see col. 5, 
lines 16-20, Miklos). 

As to claim 7, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: representing the search results as a 
number appearing within at least one the category icon, the number representing 
the quantity of data elements from the search results that fall within the category 
represented by the category icon (see col. 4, lines 45-50, Miklos). 

As to claim 8, 

Miklos teaches representing on the user screen, all data elements 
included within the search results (see col. 4, lines 5-8, Miklos). 
As to claim 9, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: providing a simple API comprising a 
category path and a URL for each data element (see col. 3, lines 23-25, Miklos). 
As to claim 10, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/002.793 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2177 

Miklos teaches farther comprising: displaying explicit hierarchical 
downward path information of a selected data element (see col. 3, lines 23-25, 
Miklos). 

As to claim 11, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: changing the appearance of a category 
member icon after the at least one data element represented by the category 
member icon has been accessed (see col. 5, lines 5-8, Miklos). 

As to claim 12, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: drilling out from a selected category 
member icon to directly access the at least one data element represented by the 
selected category member icon(see col. 5, lines 5-8, Miklos). 

As to claim 13, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: drilling down ....to display 
subcategories for a selected category (see col. 4, lines 45-50, Miklos). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed subcategories. 

Egger discloses the claimed subcategories (see col. 43, lines 30-34, 
Egger). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the subcategories of Egger's teachings would have allowed Miklos's 
system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as suggested by 
Egger at col. 1 , lines 13-15 et seq. 

As to claim 14, 
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Miklos teaches further comprising: Zooming in to displayed category 
member icons (see col. 5, lines 50-55, Miklos); 

Enlarging the display space larger than the user display (see col. 5, lines 
65-67, Miklos); and 

Scanning category member icons across the user screen (see col. 5, lines 
53-54, Miklos). 

As to claim 1 5. 

Miklos teaches wherein the size of the at least one category icon is 
proportional to the number of search results within the category,... (see col. 5, 
lines 50-56, Miklos). 

As to claim 16, ' ^ 

Miklos teaches further comprising: accessing a category icon (see col. 5, 
lines 50-56, Miklos); 

changing the appearance,... (see col. 4, lines 45-48, Miklos). 

As to claim 17, 

Miklos teaches further comprising: Deriving the numerical relevance rank 
for a search result (see col. 5, lines 50-56 et seq, Miklos) 

and Displaying the search,... (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos). 
With respect to claim 1 8, 

Miklos discloses a method of presenting search results, (see col. 5, lines 
50-56 and Abtract, Miklos) comprising: 

receiving search results from a database,... (see cdl. 5, lines 50-56, 
Miklos); 
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organizing the search results by category (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos); 

graphically displaying,... (see col. 5, lines 50-56 and Abstract, Miklos); 

representing each search results,... (see col. 4, lines 51-54, Miklos); 

distinguishing between categories to which the displayed category 
member icons by at least one of shape, color and sound (see col. 5, lines 50-56 
and Abstract, Miklos); and 

from at least one parent,.... (see col. 4, lines 51-54 and Abstract, Miklos) 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed receiving search results. 

Egger discloses claimed receiving search results (the Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) Prograrn may be used to display the results of the search on the 
display. The GUI is a user interface program. The GUI Program contains three 
main subroutines: Cases-ln Display Subroutine (CIDS). Cases-After Display 
Subroutine (CADS) and Similar-Cases Display Subroutine (SCbS). The main 
subroutines receive information from the corresponding subroutines Cases-ln, 
Cases-After and Similar-Case s of the CSPDM, see col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the receiving search results of Egger's teachings would have allowed 
Miklos's system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as 
suggested by Egger at col. 1 , lines 13-15 et seq. 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed subcategories. 

Egger discloses the claimed subcategories (see col. 43. lines 30-34, 
Egger). 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the subcategories of Egger's teachings would have allowed Miklos's 
system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as suggested by 
Egger at col. 1 , lines 1 3-1 5 et seq. 

With respect to claim 19, 

Miklos discloses a method of presenting search results (see col. 5, lines 
50-56, Fig. 2, Miklos), comprising: 

receiving search results from a database (see col 4, lines 51-54, Miklos); 

organizing the search results by category (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos); 

graphically displaying a three-dimensional representation the search 
results within at least one category icon (see col. 11, lines 4-21), the category 
icon representing a category to which search results belong, wherein the 
downward paths to a search result is implied by graphical positioning of search 
results within a category icon (see col. 2, lines 2-15 and coL 7, lines 28-44 et 
seq); 

representing the search results displayed within the category icon as 
category member icons (see col. 5, lines 50-56 and Abstract, Miklos); 

distinguishing between categories to which the displayed category,... (see 
col. 5, lines 50-56 and Abstract. Miklos). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed receiving search results. 

Egger discloses claimed receiving search results (the Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) Program may be used to display the results of the search on the 
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display. The GUI is a user interface program. Tlie GUI Program contains three 
main subroutines: Cases-ln Display Subroutine (CIDS), Cases-After Display 
Subroutine (CADS) and Similar-Cases Display Subroutine (SCDS). The main 
subroutines receive information from the corresponding subroutines Cases-ln, 
Cases-After and Similar-Case s of the CSPDM, see col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the receiving search results of Egger's teachings would have allowed 
Miklos's system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as 
suggested by Egger at col. 1 , lines 13-15 et seq. 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed subcategories. 

Egger discloses the claimed subcategories (see col. 43, lines 30-34, 
Egger). 

it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the subcategories of Egger's teachings would have allowed Miklos's 
system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as suggested by 
Egger at col. 1 , lines 1 3-1 5 et seq. 

With respect to claim 20, 

Miklos discloses method of requesting the display of search results based 
on the category paths of the search results (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos), the 
method comprising: 
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under control of a client system, displaying a search request window (see 
col. 5, lines 50-56, Fig. 2, Miklos); and 

in response to the entry and selection of a search request, sending the 
search request to a server system (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos, Fig. 3); 

under control of the server system, receiving the request, having the 
search conducted by a search engine (see col. 4, lines 46-49, Miklos); 

writing GUI script software capable of generating every potential 
arrangement of matching web sites in the context of their respective parent 
category and subcategories (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos); 

and downloading the GUI script software to the browser software on the 
client system (see Abstract, Miklos); 

under control of the client system, displaying matching.... in the context of 
their respective parent categories, and upon the user selecting, with a selection 
device, a parent category (see col. 4, lines 40-46 et seq, Miklos), displaying the 
matching,... of the selected parent category in the context of their respective first 
uncommon level of subcategories (see col. 5, lines 50-56, Miklos). 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed receiving search results. 

Egger discloses claimed receiving search results (the Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) Program may be used to display the results of the search on the 
display. The GUI is a user interface program. The GUI Program contains three 
main subroutines: Cases-ln Display Subroutine (CIDS), Cases-After Display 
Subroutine (CADS) and Similar-Cases Display Subroutine (SCDS). The main 
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subroutines receive information from the corresponding subroutines Cases-ln, 
Cases-After and Similar-Case s of the CSPDIVI, see col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the receiving search results of Egger's teachings would have allowed 
Miklos's system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as 
suggested by Egger at col. 1 , lines 1 3-1 5 et seq. 

Miklos does not explicitly indicate the claimed subcategories. 

Egger discloses the claimed subcategories (see col. 43, lines 30-34, 
Egger). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art, 
at the time of the present invention to have combined the cited references, 
because the subcategories of Egger's teachings would have allowed Miklos's 
system graphically displays search results with a user interface, as suggested by 
Egger at col. 1 , lines 13-15 et seq. 

Remarks 

4. Combination of references teaches the claimed invention as argued by the 
applicants. 
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